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"To promote regional 

co -operation for the 

protection and 

development of the 

Wider Caribbean 

Regionó

Mission

To achieve sustainable development of marine and 

coastal resources in the Wider Caribbean Region 

through effective, integrated management that 

allows for economic growth and sustainable 

livelihoods.

Objective

Cartagena Convention: Mission and Objective



Technical Protocols

Adopted : 1983

Entered into force : 1986

Pollution from Oil Spills Specially Protected Areas & Wildlife 
(SPAW)

Land-Based Sources and Activities of  
Marine Pollution (LBS)

Adopted : 1990

Entered into force : 2000

Adopted : 1999

Entered into force : 2010

26 Parties 17 Parties 15 Parties





Specific Objectives:

Reduce the impacts of priority pollutants by establishing sewage and emissions limits and 
implementing best management practices.

Exchange scientific & technical information on land-based pollution through regional cooperation 
in monitoring and research.

Obligations:
üClassify recreational water bodies based on pollution risk to human health and the 

environment
üEstablish legally binding standards for sewage effluent and discharges
üDevelop National Programmesof Action for Integrated Watershed and Coastal Area 

Management
ü Identify and assess sources and activities contributing to pollution
üDevelop management plans and demonstration projects to reduce marine pollution



Four Themes

Research & 
Monitoring

Governance

Communication
Capacity 

Development & 
Training

How are we supporting countries?

Supported by: (1) Regional Activity Centres (RACs) in Guadeloupe for Marine Biodiversity, Cuba and Trinidad 
and Tobago for Pollution, & Curacao for Oil Spills. (2) Partner Organizations - Regional Activity Network (RAN) 
through MOUs of Cooperation; (3) Donor funded projects including GEF International Waters



Some of our technical areas of focus include: 

Oil spills

OVERFISHING

Marine litter

Nutrients

Wastewater/Sewage

Heavy metals

Erosion

Sedimentation

Invasive species

Fragmentation

Resources

Legislation

Sea level Rise

Temperature

Ocean Acidification

Coral bleaching

Water securitySargassum

Policies

Ballast Water



Monitoring and 
Assessment

ÅState of Convention Area 
Report on Marine Pollution

ÅLaboratory Capacity Building

ÅIndicators, Criteria, Standards

ÅRecreational  Water Quality 
Monitoring Programmes

ÅDatabases and Decision-
Support Tools

ÅReporting on SDGs and MEAs

ÅCitizen Science

ÅGEF CReW+, IWEco, CLME+, 
ACP MEA



Wastewater ςAnnex III

ÅGEF CReW+

ÅPolicy, Legislative & Regulatory 
reforms

ÅEffluent Discharge Criteria

ÅDecentralized Solutions

ÅTreated Wastewater Reuse

ÅIntegrated Water & Wastewater 
Management approaches

ÅAwareness & Education

ÅCWWA, GWP, Development Banks, 
UNEP GPA 



Non-Point Run Off/Nutrients ςAnnex IV
ÅRegional Nutrients Reduction Strategy and Action Plan

ÅNational Programme of Action 

ÅGEF IWEcoand CReW+, ACP MEA

ÅEcosystem-Based Management Activities 



Solid Waste/Marine 
Litter/Plastics

ÅRegional Marine Litter Node

ÅRegional Clean Seas 
Campaign

ÅCommunity-Based Projects on 
Marine Litter

ÅMicroplastics in Fish

ÅNational and Regional Marine 
Litter Action Plans

ÅPlastics recycling & upcycling

ÅPlastics Leakage

ÅResearch Priorities

ÅPrivate Sector Engagement

ÅACP MEA, German Proposal



Emerging Issues


